
VENUE 2

Documentary film with Young Jews in Budapest: Who we are, the third Generation of 

Hungarian Jews after the Holocaust. 

15:30-16:30 Come see a documentary film that talks about six people’s lives and connections to their unique Jewish 

heritage. The film's participants  - the third generation - all have different professional backgrounds and 

are important influencers in the local Jewish Community in Budapest .

VENUE 3 Agents of Religious Change: The Rise of Moderate Israeli Judaism

19:15-20:15 Below the radar of most international press headlines, a moderate outlook toward religious life and 

practice has gained a critical following within Israeli society. This approach is reflected in issues such 

as feminism, interactions between observant and nonobservant Jews, GLBTQ status, and more. A key 

role in this process was played by English-speaking immigrants who arrived in the 1960s and 1970s 

and the students they nurtured.

VENUE 1 Behind Today’s Headlines: Israel’s Turbulent Political Reality Explained

17:00-18:00 An up-to-the-minute conversation on the current state of Israeli politics and how we got here, including 

the rise of the far right, the weakening of the left, the stunning defeat and surprising comeback of Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with a journalist who has covered the Israeli political landscape for three 

decades.

VENUE 3 Fact over Fiction: A Challenge to Barack Obama’s History of Israel

20:30-21:30 Chapter 25 of President Obama's memoir, "A Promised Land" focuses on Israel. The chapter is filled 

with falsehoods about Israel and its history. This presentation goes step by step through Israel's history 

- according to that chapter - and sets the record straight regarding what truly happened. (Hand-outs 

will be provided)

TEEN LIMMUD  
(All welcome) Navigating the big Questions: Life and Judaism

17:00-18:00 Every Jewish teen has basic questions about their faith - why should I believe in God? Why should I 

accept what the Torah says as truth? Why do people suffer? What happens after we die? And more. 

This session looks at ways to answer these questions.

VENUE 3 The Current Situation of Hungarian Jewry: History, Challenges & a Bright Future

17:00-18:00 The Hungarian Jewish community is and always has been unique in Europe: the largest Jewish 

community in Central Europe, 100,000 Jews, more than 20 synagogues in the capital, deeply rooted in 

the history of the country. What does the future hold for us?

TEEN LIMMUD  
(All welcome) Improvisation as a Tool for Life

19:15-20:15 Improvisational theatre is a special tool that teaches us how to react to situations that we cannot 

predict. We Jews have been doing this for thousands of years, adapting to unexpected situations - it is 

the engine of our development, but it is also the basis of playfulness.

VENUE 1 The forgotten Pogroms in Revolutionary Ukraine 

15:30-16:30 Between 1918 and 1921, over a hundred thousand Jews were murdered in Ukraine by peasants, 

townsmen, and soldiers who blamed the Jews for the turmoil of the Russian Revolution. Largely 

forgotten today, these pogroms served as precursors to the Holocaust. Through stories of survivors, 

perpetrators, aid workers, and governmental officials, Jeffrey explains how so many different groups 

came to the same conclusion-killing Jews was an acceptable response to their problems.

VENUE 1 Chulent and Hamin - The Stew with a Thousand Flavors

19:15-20:15 Wherever Jews have spread, throughout our complex and storied history, we’ve carried a simple 

Shabbat stew with us, adapting it to the local ingredients and tastes. A culinary history of this most 

Jewish of dishes will whet your appetite, but not sit heavily in your stomach.

VENUE 2 Tell me a joke - Israeli Humour in comedy & stand-up

20:30-21:30 Michal will discuss being a young secular woman writing comedy for a Jewish-themed TV show while 

also working with a new generation of female comedians in Israel who use their standup to discuss 

feminism, gender norms and generally challenge stereotypes still prevalent in Israel today. MIchal will 

discuss the challenges of making a political statement in a divided country while trying to remain funny.

VENUE 4 The Revelation at Sinai: A Multisensory Experience

17:00-18:00 Perspectives of Neuroscience as well as Occupational Therapy often shed light upon biblical texts, 

helping me gain insight and understanding into what often might seem unusual behaviours or 

circumstances. In this text-based class, I will present scientific theories of sensory perception to engage 

with the multisensory, almost supernatural, events of the Revelation at Sinai.

VENUE 2 Israel in the International Arena: Law of Armed Conflict & Human Rights 

19:15-20:15 Actions of the IDF come under consistent international scrutiny. Addressing key aspects of international 

humanitarian and human rights law and the often misrepresented principle of proportionality, this 

session highlights the key reasons why Israel’s army has been called the most moral in the history of 

warfare.

VENUE 3 Elul: a time of change & new beginnings

15:30-16:30 In this session we will draw on some of the theories of change and explore how our rituals and sources 

shed light on how we make change in our lives. It makes sense to encounter this question at this time 

of the year because Elul and the Yamim Nora’im are a time of change.

VENUE 4 Wikipedia - The Politics of Knowledge and Disinformation

19:15-20:15 The talk will focus on how Wikipedia, the topic of Omer Benjakob’s academic research and the initial 

focus of his disinformation reporting, is on the front lines of the battle over facts online today. The talk 

will focus on a number of cases and touch on Israeli-Palestinian politics as well as Holocaust 

revisionism. Part of the talk will focus on the biggest hoax in Wikipedia's history - a strange case 

involving a fake death camp.

TEEN LIMMUD  
(All welcome) Israeli Spyware and Cyber

15:30-16:30 The talk will focus on the wider ecosystem of spyware and surveillance technologies to better 

understand the rise of NSO and a slew of other lesser-known firms active in this space, like Intellexa or 

Paragon, as well as those in tangential fields, for example social media surveillance. The talk will also 

touch on regulation of digital arms and other privatised forms of intelligence.

VENUE 2 Bob Dylan & Leonard Cohen: their music & poetry

17:00-18:00 This interactive presentation combines select pieces from Bob Dylan and Leonard Cohen, with 

particular focus on Jewish themes in their work.

VENUE 1 Jews under Muslim Rule: Golden Age or Ghetto? 

20:30-21:30 Once 90% of world Jewry lived under Muslims rule where they resided till modern times. Was it a 

golden age or did Muslims persecute Jews as harshly as Christians? Both narratives exist and have 

political implications. Which narrative is correct?

Andrea is a freelance creative producer and curator with a background in Culture Anthropology and 

Film Studies and holds a PhD in Social History. She has 15+ years experience in filmmaking. Her focus 

is on documentary films and animations with a special interest in cultural heritage. Andrea is part of 

several Jewish initiatives across the globe. Since 2020 she is the artistic director of Marom Budapest's 

arts and culture project.

Adam Ferziger is professor and holds the Rabbi S.R. Hirsch Chair in the Israel and Golda Koschitzky 

Department of Jewish History and Contemporary Jewry at Bar-Ilan University. A past of recipient of Bar-

Ilan's "Outstanding Lecturer" prize, Adam’s work Beyond Sectarianism won the National Jewish Book 

Award. His research focuses on Jewish responses to modern and contemporary life. Raised in New 

York, the Ferzigers moved to Israel in 1987.

Allison has been a journalist at Haaretz since 2012, hosts the Haaretz Weekly podcast and is a co-

host of The Promised Podcast. She is the former Washington DC bureau chief for the Jerusalem Post, 

and has also written for the New Republic, Politico, and other publications. She has won a B’nai B’rith 

World Center Award for Journalism for Excellence in Diaspora Reportage and a Simon Rockower 

award for excellence.

Adam Ferziger 

Neil is the rabbi of the South Bucks Jewish Community. He is also school rabbi at Clore Shalom in 

Hertfordshire. He teaches rabbinic students at Leo Baeck College. He is researching for a PhD at 

King’s College London, where he is studying rabbinic literature. Ordained by Leo Baeck, he has 

degrees in Jewish Studies, Psychology and Education. He is an alumnus of Haifa University and the 

Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem.

Dov Lipman was elected to the Knesset in 2013. He has authored nine books about Judaism and 

Israel. He holds rabbinic ordination from Ner Israel Rabbinical College and a Masters in Education from 

Johns Hopkins University. Lipman focusses on Israel Education for delegations visiting Israel and 

abroad and the integration of the ultra-Orthodox population into Israeli society. He founded Yad L'Olim, 

which assists new immigrants with their acclimation to Israel.

Gergő is an actor and a producer. He is also the creative director of the Jewish Community Centre 

Budapest. Born and raised in Budapest, he has played an active role in several Hungarian Jewish 

organisations. He is also the founder of Personal History Budapest, a theatre production by Holocaust 

survivors and high school students

Joel Haber researches, writes, and lectures about Jewish Food history. He's currently writing a book 

examining the history of Shabbat stews from around the world and writes regularly on his blog, 

www.tasteofjew.com. Joel recently launched www.chulentbook.com featuring a free e-cookbook. Joel 

grew up in the US and made aliyah in 2009. He a dedicated Llimmudnik and works as a licensed tour 

guide in Israel.

Dov Lipman

Omer is an investigative journalist for Ha’aretz working at the intersection of politics and technology. 

He covers disinformation, cyber and surveillance for the newspaper and has participated in a number 

of international investigations, among them Project Pegasus and “Team Jorge”, a secret election 

interference for hire firm. He is also a researcher and his writing on Wikipedia has been published in 

Wired UK, Columbia Journalism Review and MIT Press.

Neil Janes 

Omer 

Benjakob 

Michal Zoran is an Israeli writer and cultural entrepreneur. She writes for the satirical TV show “The 

Jews are Coming”. She is the founder of “Write Club”, an evening of literary duels between pairs of 

sparring writers. Michal also writes standup and comedy for a number of female comedians in Israel, 

and co-hosts the weekly podcast “That’s My Opinion Anyway”. Her debut novel will be published this 

year.

Naomi is an occupational therapist and holds a Ph.D. in Neuroscience. She is a senior lecturer at the 

Occupational Therapy Department at Ono Academic College. She has sought to develop advanced 

tools for evaluating and treating multiply challenged paediatric populations. Naomi also has a passion 

for Torah study, applying her knowledge in the fields of neuroscience and disabilities to shed unique 

perspectives on traditional biblical and rabbinic texts.

Natasha Hausdorff is a British barrister and frequent speaker on international law and the Arab Israeli 

conflict. She clerked for the President of Israel's Supreme Court and was a Fellow at Columbia Law 

School's National Security Law Program. Natasha read law at Oxford University, qualified as a solicitor 

at Skadden and gained an LLM from Tel Aviv University. She serves as legal director of UK Lawyers 

For Israel Charitable Trust.
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Jeffrey is Joseph Brodsky Collegiate Professor of History and Judaic Studies at the University of 

Michigan. He is the author of four award-winning books on the history of Jewish life in Russia and 

Ukraine, including, most recently, In the Midst of Civilized Europe: The Ukrainian Pogroms of 1918-

1921 and the Onset of the Holocaust.
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Tamir is a historian in the field of World War II and the Holocaust, as well as the impact of Holocaust 

remembrance on Israeli society. The topic of his doctoral thesis was the Demjanjuk trial case in Israel. 

He is working on a book about the Nazi Crimes Investigations Unit in the Israeli Police. He teaches at 

Tel Hai Academic College. He is also a folk musician.

Vivian studied at Yavneh Rabbinical College. He practised for 35 years as a solicitor in London. He 

was President of British Friends of Peace Now and the New Israel Fund. He has served as President 

of the Board of Deputies, Vice President of the World and European Jewish Congresses and Chair of 

the UK Inter Faith Network. Vivian is currently a graduate student in Jewish History at University 

College.
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